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Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

Chief Executive Officer for KDE and the Kentucky Board
of Education; Recommends and Implements Policy;
Directs KDE Staff in Support of and Service to Kentucky
Public School Districts; Superintendent for KSB/KSD

Stephen.Pruitt@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-3141

Rebecca (Becky) Blessing
Director, Division of Communications
Office of Guiding Support Services (OGSS)
Media Relations; Internal/External Communications;
Kentucky Teacher; Publications; News Releases; KDE
Website; KSB and KSD Communications Support

Rebecca.Blessing@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-2000, ext. 4604

David Couch
Associate Commissioner
Office of Knowledge,
Information & Data Services (KIDS)

Education Technology Services for All School Districts
and KDE; Equity and Ease of Access; Digital Readiness
and Learning; Student Technology Leadership
Program; Data Quality, Reporting and Security

David.Couch@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-2020, ext. 2229

Amanda Ellis
Associate Commissioner
Office of Next-Generation Learners (ONGL)
Academic Standards; Global Competency; Program
Reviews; Exceptional Children; Professional Growth
and Effectiveness; Equitable Distribution of
Educators; Teacher Leadership; KSB and KSD

Amanda.Ellis@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-9850, ext. 4151

Tracy Goff-Herman
Policy Advisor/Legislative Liaison
Office of Guiding Support Services (OGSS)
State and Federal Legislative Liaison; KDE Policy
Coordination; KDE/KBE Advisor on Pending and
Proposed Legislation Including Legal Review and Fiscal

4 Analysis

Tracy.Herman@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-4474, ext. 4815

Mary Ann Miller
KDE Policy Advisor/Executive Director
for the Kentucky Board of Education
Policy Advisor to the Commissioner of Education;
Kentucky Board of Education Staffing and Support;
Special Projects for Commissioner of Education;
Federal Liaison with U.S. Department of Education

MaryAnn.Miller@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-3141, ext. 4840

Laura Arnold
Associate Commissioner
Office of Career & Technical Education (OCTE)
Career and Technical Education Programs; Career
Pathways; Dual Credit; Work-Based Learning; Student
Apprenticeships; KOSSA; WorkKeys; Perkins Grant
Funding; Student Organizations

Laura.Arnold@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-3472, ext. 4230

Kevin C. Brown
Associate Commissioner and General Counsel
Office of Guiding Support Services (OGSS)
General Counsel to KDE/KBE; Regulatory Oversight and
Implementation; Testing Complaint Investigation; State
and Federal Legislative Liaison; Open Records

Kevin.Brown@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-4474, ext. 4814

Karen Dodd
Chief Performance Officer
Commissioner’s Delivery Unit (CDU)
Strategic Planning; Research; Data Analysis;
Performance Management

Karen.Dodd@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-2102, ext. 4700

Kelly Foster
Associate Commissioner
Office of Next-Generation
Schools & Districts (ONGSD)

Novice Reduction; Title I, Part A; Consolidated Monitoring;
Diagnostic Reviews; School Improvement; Priority, Focus and
Hub Schools; Alternative Education; SBDM; Persistence to
Graduation; Community Education; Safe Schools; Homeless;
Migrant; Home Schools; 21st Century Learning Centers

Kelly.Foster @education.ky.gov

(502) 564-5130, ext.4001

Robin Kinney
Associate Commissioner
Office of Administration & Support (OAS)

P-12 Budget; Grants Management; School and
Community Feeding Programs; District Support for
Finances, Attendance, Facility Construction and
Transportation; Purchasing, Human Resources and
Facilities Management for KDE, KSB, KSD and ATCs

Robin.Kinney@education.ky.gov

(502) 564-1976, ext. 4302

Rhonda Sims
Associate Commissioner

Office of Assessment & Accountability (OAA)
Testing Administration/Security and Data Quality for
ACCESS, ACT, COMPASS, KYOTE, K-PREP, Alternate
K-PREP, End-of-Course and NAEP; Accountability
System Administration; Data Collection and Reporting;
ESSA

Rhonda.Sims@education.ky.gov
(502) 564-2256, ext. 4751
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THE KENTUCKY BOARD OF EDUCATION (KBE)

The governor appoints board members — seven representing the Supreme Court districts in the state and four at large.
Members must be confirmed by the legislature, serve four-year terms and may be reappointed.

The board appoints the commissioner of education.

The board is responsible for setting standards for local school districts in areas of student, program, service and operational
performance. Each year the board sets legislative policy priorities that align to its strategic plan for improving student outcomes

and public education in Kentucky. Additionally, the board sets funding priorities, reviews the P-12 biennial budget request and
makes recommendations to the governor about funding public education. The board develops and adopts the regulations that govern
Kentucky’s public school districts and actions of the Kentucky Department of Education. This includes management and control of
interscholastic athletics, the Kentucky School for the Blind in Louisville and the Kentucky School for the Deaf in Danville.

Grayson Boyd Leo Calderon Debra Cook Susan Edington
grboyd@bigsandybb.com calderon@nku.edu debbiel.cook@yahoo.com sedington@murraystate.edu
(606) 789-1768 (859) 572-5821 (606) 523-0903 (270) 809-5468

Sarah Ford Samuel Hinkle David Karem Bob King, Ex-Officio

sford@hartzcontracting.com sam.hinkle@skofirm.com david.karem@Ilouisvilleky.gov robert.kKing@ky.gov
(270) 926-6554 (502) 568-5709 (502) 574-3768 (502) 573-1555

Roger Marcum “Nawanna Privett

William Twyma Mary Gwen Wheeler
Chair nawannap@aol.com Vice Chair marygwenw@cflouisville.org
rimarcum22@gmail.com (859) 227-7541 wtwyman@scrtc.com (502) 585-4649

(270) 692-7203 (270) 678-5408
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